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CHAP,   some Moors to offer his submission, which Vasco da Gama-
, _,   '_^J accepted on condition that the Turks were prohibited from
A>1>4     trading  there;   that no trade in pepper  should be car-
1502.    ried on at that port, and that vessels should not be per-
mitted to go thence to Calicut.    The King accepting these
conditions, offered a tribute of 1,000 loads of rice every year
for the Portuguese crews, and 500 loads of better rice for
the captains, excusing himself from more, as he was only
a tenant of the King of Bisnaga, to whom the country
belonged.     These  terms having been assented to, they
were committed to writing and the agreement ratified.

After concluding this business Vasco da Gama set sail for
Cananor. On the way thither a large ship of Calicut was
espied, which had come from Mecca with a very valuable
cargo belonging to the chief merchant at Calicut, who was
brother to Coja Casern, the factor of the sea to the King
of Calicut. This vessel Dom Vasco took, and after remov-
ing all the cargo into Portuguese ships, gave orders that the
vessel should be burnt with all the Moors in it. The lattery-
finding arguments and offer of bribes to be useless, deter-
mined to sell their lives as clearly as they could, and accord-
ingly attacked the Portuguese, who were in the ship, re-
moving cargo. With, obstinate resistance the Moors fought
to the death, but ultimately the owner and crew were
killed, and their vessel was sunk.

On arriving at Cananor the factor and several men of
that place went and related to Vasco da Gama the great
benefits -which the King had conferred upon them, and
how that the King of Calicut was then engaged in hos-
tilities against him.

Vasco da Gama took an early opportunity of arranging
an interview with the King, when the latter received him
with great courtesy. Da Gama delivered to His Majesty^
a letter from the King of Portugal, together with the
presents which he had brought out, consisting of six
pieces of satin and coloured velvets, a piece of brocade,
an arm-chair with cushions of brocade, and a sword of